SOME   POINTS   IN   MOSLEM   FAITH
ing the fast. They generally start by fasting for
half days, and how proud they are, and how they
gloat over other children who have not yet begun
this work of devotion! Perhaps what the people
who fast miss more than anything else during
liamadan is their smoking : they are such slaves to
this habit, both men and women, that it is almost
life to some of them, and they find it very hard
to go without. When the cannon booms forth the
hour of sunset, giving the Prophet's permission to
his faithful ones to break their fast, generally the
first thought, after moistening their lips with water,
is that now they may enjoy their smoke, either of
a cigarette or kalian.
Mohurram is the month of mourning, when all
the country mourns for Hassain and Hussein, the
martyred sons of Ali, who are looked upon by the
Shiahs as the rightful successors of the Prophet.
During this season the majority of the people go
into deep mourning, and the bazaars are sometimes
draped in black. It is in this month that the great
Passion Play of Persia is enacted, and while in Ker-
man we were fortunate enough to have an opportunity
of witnessing this "tazieh," as the Passion Play is
called. It certainly was a sight worth seeing at least
once in a lifetime.
The tenth day of this month of Mohurram is the
one set aside for this festival, and is kept as a general
holiday, so that all might go to see the great spectacle
enacted on that day in memory of the death of Hassain
and Hussein, the two grandsons of Mohammed.
The Governor of Kerman had kindly invited us
to view the performance from his house, and accord-
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